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Houghton-le- Spring, 

January,  1910. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  again  the  pleasure  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  and  acceptance 
my  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  Vital  Statistics  and 
other  matters  of  importance  coming  within  your  jurisdiction 
as  the  Sanitary  Authority,  for  the  year  ending  December 
01  st,  1909.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  your  Council 
the  Northern  and  Southern  districts  now  form  one  district 
and  are  treated  as  such  in  my  report. 

Appended  to  my  Report  are  the  various  Tables  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  the  exception  of  Table  II, 
which,  as  it  refers  to  sub-districts  or  parishes  of  known 
population,  does  not  apply  to  our  district  under  present 
conditions. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  explain  the  Tables  in  detail, 
in  order  that  you  may  the  more  readily  appreciate  their  full 
importance. 

Table  I  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district 
for  the  year  1909 — including  the  ten  previous  years. 

Table  II,  as  I  have  said,  does  not  apply  to  our  district 
under  present  conditions. 

Table  III  gives  the  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  during 
the  year. 

Table  IY  gives  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  during 
the  year. 

Table  Y  gives  the  Infant  Mortality  during  the  year. 

By  referring  to  Table  I,  we  shall  find  that  318  deaths 
have  been  registered  during  the  year  as  having  taken  place 
within  the  district  itself.  It  is  necessary,  however,  in 
estimating  the  mortality,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  to  persons  belonging 
to  the  district,  as  well  as  to  non-residents,  or  those  persons 
brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  other 
causes  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there ;  so  that  after 
making  the  necessary  corrections  and  alterations,  we  find 
that  the  total  number  of  deaths  upon  which  our  mortality 
must  be  based  becomes  increased  to  339.  If  we  estimate 
the  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  as  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  at  23,700,  this  is  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  14.3  per  1000  per  annum,  and  an  infant 
mortality  of  49.8  per  cent. 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  registered  is  116.6. 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  death  rate  per  1,000  from 
the  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  including  Phthisis  and  the 
acute  diseases  of  the  lungs  for  the  last  three  years. 


No. 

Diseases. 

1967 

1908 

I9O9 

I 

Small  Pox 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ... 

■05 

■05 

’  2 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ... 

'05 

•22 

"2 

4 

Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever 

•0 

‘5 

*2 

5 

Measles 

T5 

'05 

7 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

•17 

I*OI 

’2 

7 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  and  Enteritis 

'29 

r86 

A 

8 

Phthisis  ... 

'77 

'44 

'4 

9 

Acute  Diseases  of  the  Rungs  ... 

374 

3'38 

2*5 

IO 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

•65 

'56 

7 

1 1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

•96 

3'72 

1.9 

Births. — The  births  for  the  year  number  917- — 475 
males  and  442  females — representing  a  birth  rate  of  38.6 
per  1,000  per  annum,  and  a  gain  to  the  population  of  578. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births — male 
and  female — including  the  birth  rate  for  the  last  four  years. 


Year. 

Total 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Rate 
per  1000 

Natural 

Increase. 

1906 

605 

292 

312 

3»'4 

362 

1907 

642 

351 

291 

38-1 

360 

1908 

734 

365 

369 

41  *4 

409 

1909 

917 

475 

442 

38‘6 

578 

Table  IV  gives  the  mortality,  classified  according  to 
diseases,  ages  and  localities.  I  am  unable,  however,  to 
apportion  the  births  to  the  various  parishes,  as  I  am  not 
furnished  with  the  necessary  information.  Nor  am  1  able 
to  estimate  the  population  of  the  different  parishes  and 
give  the  death  rate  appropriate  to  each.  The  deaths,  of 
course,  are  properly  localised  in  the  returns  of  the  Registrar, 
but  the  births  occurring  in  the  whole  district  are  simply 
given  without  reference  to  the  parishes  in  which  they  take 
place. 

Such  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Registrar  of 
births  by  payment  of  Twopence  for  each  birth  entered 
therein. 

In  order  to  complete  Table  V,  I  had  to  apply  to  the  Registrar 
for  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  for  the  year.  For 


furnishing  this  information  he  is  entitled  to  make  a  reason¬ 
able  charge.  I  have  not  been  supplied  with  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births  so  far  for  the  Southern  Division  of  the 
district. 


. 

Disease. 

1908 

j9o9 

Scarlet  Fever 

74 

120 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

75 

34 

Erysipelas 

13 

H 

Diphtheria  and  ... 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

10 

22 

Total 

172 

190 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. — The  Notification  Act  was 
adopted  by  your  Council  in  January,  1890.  As  will  be  seen, 
190  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  172  for  the  previous  year. 

It  is  1113’  invariable  practice  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
premises  occupied  by  the  patients  with  as  little  del  ay  as 
possible  after  receiving  the  Notification  Forms,  and  to  give 

such  instructions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection  as  the 

* 

nature  of  the  illness  may  require. 

We  are  a  mining  population,  as  you  know,  gentlemen, 
with  a  relatively  high  birth  rate,  and  as  our  houses  are 
chiefly  of  the  cottage  property  class,  the  resources  of  the 
f'arnih'  are  often  severely  taxed  in  order  to  provide  sleeping 
accomodation  for  the  children,  with  a  proper  regard  for  the 
separation  of  the  sexes,  so  that  home  isolation,  as  a  rule,  is 
a  physical  impossibility. 

We  have  a  well-equipped  hospital,  which  is  supported 
out  of  the  rates,  and  as  no  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment 
and  maintenance  of  patients,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
there  is  still  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  community 
at  large  to  avail  themselves  of  its  use  when  occasion  requires. 

The  usual  excuse  is  that  the  case  is  a  mild  one,  or  that 
the  worst  is  past  and  there  is  no  occasion  to  send  the  patient 
to  hospital,  and  that  as  regards  the  infection  spreading 
to  the  other  members  of  the  family,  if  they  are  to  have  the 
disease,  no  amount  of  precaution  will  prevent  it. 

It  is  impossible  to  reason  with  such  persons,  they  are  too 
wilfully  ignorant  to  be  enlightened  or  to  listen  to  common 
sense.  This  is  all  very  sad  and  disappointing,  as  many  of 
the  secondary  cases  might  be  prevented,  and  the  infectious 
sickness  of  the  district  much  reduced  if  the  most  ordinary 
precautions  were  adopted. 

The  sick  and  healthy  frequently  share  the  same  room, 
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and  practically  little  or  nothing  is  done  to  safeguard  the 
other  members  of  the  family,  or  to  prevent  the  infection 
from  spreading  to  the  adjoining  neighbours.  True,  those 
suffering  from  infectious  disease  are  not  allowed  to  go  out 
of  doors  until  all  fear  of  the  infection  is  over,  -as  they  are 
severely  cautioned  as  to  the  consequences  of  such  conduct, 
but  persons  from  the  outside  are  freely  admitted  to  the  sick 
chamber  with  the  result  that  they  return  to  their  own  homes 
as  fresh  centres  of  infection.  Surely,  there  is  something 
defective  in  the  Public  Health  Act  that  permits  such  a 
state  of  things  as  this  to  exist. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  previous  Reports,  in  all 
cases  removed  to  hospital  the  premises  and  out-offices, 
including  all  contaminated  articles,  are  carefully  disinfected 
by  your  Council,  free  of  charge,  with  the  result  that,  since 
the  erection  of  your  hospital  in  1893,  not  a  single  secondary 
case  has  occurred  at  the  patients’  homes. 

Surely  we  have  here  sufficient  evidence  of  the  efficacy 
of  proper  isolation  and  disinfection.  Contrast  this  satisfac¬ 
tory  state  of  things  with  what  usually  occurs  when  the 
patients  are  treated  at  home.  Secondary  cases  are  then 
the  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

Disinfectants. — These  are  supplied  free  of  charge,  and 
your  Inspector  himself  frequently  superintends  their  use. 
4  tons  of  Carbolic  Disinfecting  Powder  have  been  used  during 
the  year  for  the  disinfection  of  the  drains  and  out-offices, 
and  large  quantities  of  liquid  disinfectants  have  been  sup¬ 
plied  to  persons  for  home, use.  19  lots  of  bedding  have 
been  disinfected  in  the  portable  disinfecting  apparatus,  and 
the  houses  stoved  with  sulphur  and  otherwise  disinfected. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — The  portable  disinfecting 
apparatus  is  used  on  all  possible  occasions  when  the  consent 
of  the  householder  can  be  obtained.  The  apparatus  is  taken 
to  the  patient’s  home  and  everything  is  disinfected  free  ol 
charge. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  is  still  an  unwillingness 
on  the  part  of  many  of  the  people  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
use. 

The  foolish  idea  that  such  a  form  of  disinfection  is  only 
necessary  for  persons  of  dirty  habits  is  still  a  common  belief 
among  many  of  the  people. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  two-  Infectious  Hospi¬ 
tals,  as  you  know,  gentlemen,  are  built  of  corrugated  iron, 
and  were  erected  in  1893.  In  addition  to  the  administrative 
block,  they  have  three  wards,  each  of  which  is  provided  with 
four  beds. 

The  Conjoint  Smallpox  Hospital  which  is  for  the  use  of 
the  whole  Union,  is  complete  and  ready  for  the  reception 
of  cases. 
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Tuberculosis. — We  have  as  yet  made  no  special  provi¬ 
sion  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  ot  cases  ot  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis ;  nor  have  we  any  system  ot  notification  ot  the 
disease  further  than  that  provided  for  in  the  Memorandum 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  dealing  with  the  subject. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  to  your  Medical  Officer  by 
any  of  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  during  the  past  year. 

You  will  remember,  gentlemen,  that  I  brought  the 

subject  before  your  Council  and  recommended  that  we  enter 

into  some  arrangement  with  the  Stanhope  Sanatorium 

Authority  for  the  use  of  a  bed  in  their  Institution.  After 

careful  consideration,  it  was  decided  not  to  enter  into  any 

€/ 

arrangement  for  the  present,  but  to  wait  and  see  what 
accommodation  we  might  be  likely  to  require  before  making 
any  final  decision  on  the  subject. 

Typhoid  Fever. — When  we  remember  the  sudden  and 
somewhat  serious  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  which  broke 
out  in  the  month  of  August  of  last  year,  it  is  with  a  feeling 
of  some  satisfaction  to  find  that  there  is  a  considerable  re¬ 
duction  in  the  number  of  cases  during  the  past  year.  We 
must  remember,  gentlemen,  that  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 
is  not  done  with  and  disposed  of  by  the  death  or  recovery 
of  the  patient.  The  effects  left  behind  may,  and  very  often 
do,  linger  in  and  around  the  premises  for  years,  according 
as  to  how  the  evacuations  of  the  patients  are  disposed  of. 
Long  before  the  disease  is  recognised  or  even  suspected  the 
evacuations  are  put  into  the  ashpits  in  a  highly  infective  con¬ 
dition,  with  the  result  that  when  the  out-offices  are  cleaned 
out  the  infection  spreads  to  the  adjoining  neighbours. 

Over  and  over  again  as  I  have  pointed  out  in  my 
Pieports,  subsequent  cases  are  almost  certain  to  occur  close 
to  cases  of  a  prior  date.  By  a  careful  perusal  of  the  list  of 
the  Typhoid  cases  it  will  be  seen  that  this  striking  peculiarity 
is  still  a  feature  of  the  cases  in  our  district.  Another  feature 
of  importance  is  the  frequency  with  which  we  find  cases 
notified  in  twos  and  threes  at  irregular  intervals. 

At  times  months  may  pass  without  a  single  case  being 
notified,  when  all  at  once  several  cases  may  be  notified  at¬ 
one  or  nearly  the  same  time  after  which  a  lull  takes  place 
when  the  same  thing  is  repeated  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year.  In  view  of  this  pecularity  I  advised  your  Council 
to  have  the  water  supply  of  eight  of  the  dairy  farms 
analysed. 

The  water  supply  from  those  farms  is  derived  from  local 
springs  some  of  which  in  the  district,  as  we  know,  contain 
nothing  but  field  drainage  and  are  not  real  or  natural 
springs  at  all,  but  simply  field  runners.  I  do  not  suggest 
that  this  is  so  here,  but  under  the  circumstances  I  considered 
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It  right  and  proper  to  have  the  water  supply  of  all  the  dairy 
farms  supplied  in  this  way  carefully  analysed.  The  land 
drained  by  those  runners  is  usually  under  cultivation  and 
manured  with  town  and  other  manure,  so  that  there  is 
really  nothing  to  prevent  specific  contamination  at  any 
moment.  This,  of  course,  would  be  likely  to  occur  ah 
irregular  intervals,  and  would  depend  upon  the  condition 
of  the  weather,  time  and  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
manuring  of  the  land,  etc.,  and  as  the  specific  pollution 
would  not  only  be  intermittent,  but  might  be  of  small 
amount,  it  can  readily  be  imagined  how  such  a  source  of 
infection  might  escape  the  vigilance  of  your  Council. 

On  December  23rd,  I  submitted  the  analyses  to  your 
council  along  with  my  report  on  the  subject,  which  is  as 
follows : 

“  As  requested  by  your  Council,  gentlemen,  the  eight 
samples  of  water  taken  from  the  undermentioned  farms 
were  sent  to  Mr.  Stock,  County  Analyst,  Darlington,  on 
December  4th  for  analysis  and  were  numbered  1,  2,  8,  4, 
5,  6,  7,  and  8,  respectively. 

No.  1  was  taken  from  the  Stables  Farm,  Leamside. 
The  water,  I  understand,  settles  in  a  tank  in  a  field  some 
100  yards  away  and  again  in  another  tank  in  the  yard. 

No.  2  was  taken  from  Hunter’s  Farm,  New  bottle.  The 
pump  is  in  a  field  a  100  yards  away,  and  has  to  be  primed 
before  it  will  draw.  The  water  is  carted  in  a  barrel  to  the 
farmyard  as  occasion  requires.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply 
of  pure  water  laid  on  to  the  premises,  which,  I  understand 
the  farmer  declines  to  use. 

No.  3,  Middle  Haining,  taken  from  a  pump  100  yards 
away.  The  well  is  supposed  to  be  20  feet  deep,  the  cover 
over  the  well  is  of  old  wood  and  is  below  the  ground  level, 
and  1  am  quite  of  opinion  surface  contamination  enters 
here.  The  pump  requires  priming  before  it  will  draw. 

No.  4,  Low  Haining,  taken  from  a  runner  close  to  a 
trough  in  the  yard. 

No.  5,  South  Farrington,  taken  from  a  tap  in  the  house. 
This  water  is  conveyed  through  an  iron  pipe  from  a  well  in 
a  field. 

No.  6,  Low  Newport  Farm,  taken  from  a  pump  in  the 
yard  which  requires  priming  before  it  will  draw.  The  well 
Is  supposed  to  be  20  feet  deep,  and  is  dry  in  dry  weather. 

No.  7,  High  Farrington,  taken  from  a  pump  in  the 
yard,  this  pump  does  not  require  priming.  From  the  high 
position  of  the  farm  and  the  surrounding  land  I  incline  to 
the  belief  that  the  surface  contamination  takes  place  near 
the  pump  and  should  be  easily  discovered  and  remedied. 
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No.  8,  Woodhouse  Farm,  Coxgreen,  taken  from  a  tap 
in  the  house.  The  water  is  brought  in  an  iron  pipe  from 
the  Offerton  supply.  I  should  say  the  contamination  here 
must  take  place  close  to  the  tank  and  should  be  easily  dis¬ 
covered  and  remedied,  as  the  Offerton  water  has  been 
analysed  before  and  the  analysis  was  quite  satisfactory. 
Samples  1  and  6  contain  excretal  matter  and  it  is  obvious 
that  they  are  not  proper  for  drinking  purposes. 

Nos.  2  and  5  are  so  much  higher  in  chlorine  and  total 
solid  matter  as  compared  with  other  samples  that  the 
Analyst  is  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  not  derived 
from  sources  which  are  initially  pure  and  are  dangerous 
waters.  It  will  be  observed,  gentlemen,  that  all  the 
samples  are  more  or  less  contaminated  with  surface  pollu¬ 
tion,  and  are,  therefore,  not  pure.  Should  specific  con¬ 
tamination  form  part  of  the  surface  pollution — and  this 
might  take  place  at  any  moment — serious  consequences 
would  immediately  follow.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
samples  3,  4,  7,  and  8  might  be  made  satisfactory  if  the 
source  of  the  contamination  could  be  discovered  and  reme¬ 
died.  I  should  advise  your  Council  to  forward  to'  the 
owners  a  copy  of  the  Analyst’s  Beport  and  request  that  the 
source  of  supply  be  carefully  examined  with  a  view  of  dis¬ 
covering  the  contamination  and  having  it  remedied  if  pos¬ 
sible,  otherwise  call  upon  them  to  provide  a  proper  supply 
of  pure  water.  The  pipes  should  be  carefully  examined 
and  followed  to  the  spring  or  tank  and  all  defects  remedied. 
The  tanks  themselves  should  be  cleaned  out  and  properly 
cemented  inside  and  out,  and  rammed  on  the  outside  with 
impervious  clay  to  below  the  water  level. 

They  should  be  raised  a  foot  or  two  above  the  ground 
level  and  proper  pumps  should  be  provided.  Should  these 
means  fail  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water,  the  owners 
should  be  called  upon  to  provide  a  satisfactory  supply. 
Your  Council  adopted  my  suggestions  and  a  copy  of  the 
analysis  of  the  various  samples  will  be  sent  to  the  respective 
owners  with  a  request  tnat  your  Council  be  furnished  with 
whatever  observations  they  may  have  to  make  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  This  is  how  the 
matter  stands  at  the  moment  of  writing.  The  analyses  will 
be  found  at  the  end  of  my  report. 

In  the  Herrington  district,  some  twenty  years  ago,  we 
had  an  alarming  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  due  to  water 
pollution.  In  that  outbreak  alone  over  a  thousand  cases 
occurred.  The  epidemic  was  investigated  by  Drs.  Page 
and  Bellard  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  pollution  was  traced  to  a  crevice  in  the  rock  at 
Herington  Hill,  into  which  some  of  the  sewage  from  the 
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farm  and  cottages  found  its  way.  It  was  impossible  to 
account  for  the  specific  contamination. 

I  mentioned  the  fact  that  a  patient  of  mine  had 
Typhoid  Fever  in  Middlesbro’  some  ten  or  more  years  befole 
the  outbreak,  and  that  after  his  convalescence'  he  went  to 
Herrington  Hill  Farm  to  recruit.  This  circumstance  was 
considered  to  be  too  remote  to  have  had  any  bearing  on  the 
outbreak.  Our  present  day  knowledge,  however,  with 
respect  to  carriers  of  the  disease,  and  the  length  of  time, 
and  the  condition  under  which  the  Typhiod  Bacillas  may 
live,  might  make  us  hesitate  to-day  before  rejecting  such 
a  solution  of  the  outbreak  as  being  too  far  fetched  to  be 
accepted  as  fairly  reasonable. 

The  following  particulars  with  respect  to  the  cases 
notified  during  the  year  should  prove  interesting  and 
instructive. 

The  first  case  notified  was  on  January  1st,  and  was  no 
doubt  due  to  direct  infection,  as  a  case  occured  in  the 
same  house  on  November  26th  of  last  year. 

The  second  case  also  occurred  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
The  child  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  houses  of  other 
children  in  the  same  row  where  members  of  the  family  were 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

Januarv  6th.  This  lad  was  off  work  as  the  result  of  an 

d 

accident  when  he  developed  the  disease.  In  November  of 
last  year  a  case  occurred  at  No.  10  of  the  same  street  or  only 
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three  doors  away. 

January  10th.  A  case  was  reported  from  10  Lanton, 
Street.  In  the  same  house  a  case  occurred  on  November 
10th  of  last  year. 

January  18th,  6,  Bridge  Row.  This  case  was 

suspected  some  weeks  before  it  was  notified,  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  until  the  man  was  getting 
better  and  was  out  of  bed  and  taking  out-door  exercise. 

January  19th,  15,  Stanley  Terrace.  A  case  occurred 
in  the  same  house  on  November  12th  of  last  year.  In  last 
year’s  report  the  number  of  the  house  was  given  as  12,  in 
place  of  15,  by  mistake. 

January  15th,  Chandler  Row.  A  case  was  in  the  same 
house  on  December  28th  of  last  year. 

March  9th,  2,  High  Pottery  Yard,  Newbottle.  A  drain 
in  the  back  yard  was  choked  up.  The  yard  itself  was 
Hooded  and  in  a  disgraceful  state.  The  drain  was  at  once 
opened  out  and  the  nuisance  remedied. 

April  10th,  16,  Garden  Place,  Old  Penshaw.  This  child 
was  certified  on  April  6th  by  the  medical  attendant  to  be 


suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  On  the  10th  of  the  same 
month  it  was  again  certified  by  another  medical  attendant 
to  be  suffering  from  Typhiod  Fever. 

On  October  27th  of  last  year,  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  at  No.  10  of  the  same  street,  or  onlv  three  doors 
from  the  above. 

May  12th,  49,  George  Street,  East,  New  Herrington. 
Two  cases  were  reported  from  No.  3  of  this  street,  one  on 
October  30th  and  the  other  on  November  3rd  of  last  year. 

June  17th,  39,  Garden  Place,  Old  Penshaw.  This 
person  had  been  eating  fish  before  his  illness. 

July  8th,  Redburn  House,  Chilton  Moor.  This  person 
was  removed  to  the  Southern  Hospital  along  with  two 
brothers  who  were  supposed  to  be  developing  the  disease. 
The  brothers  were  subsequently  discharged  as  they  were 
found  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease. 

July  26th ,  lied  burn  Cottages,  Chilton  Moor.  This 
person  was  an  attendant  at  Byhope  Asylum  and  was  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  the  above  case,  where,  in  all  probability, 
he  contracted  the  infection. 

September  3rd,  Grasswell,  Newbottle.  In  this  case 
nothing  whatever  was  found  on  my  rounds  of  inspection. 

September  6th,  48,  Railway  Terrace.  Choked  up  yard 
drain. 

September  14th,  4,  Beatrice  Terrace,  Shiney  Row. 
Nothing  found  on  my  round  of  inspection. 

September  29th,  Spring  Gardens  North.  A  case  at  No. 
4  of  same  street  on  October  21st  of  last  year. 

October  11th,  5,  Chapel  Row,  Philadelphia.  Yard 
drain  choked  up. 

October  14th,  21,  George  Street,  Bank  Head.  The  ash 
pit  of  this  house  is  close  to  the  pantry  window  and  at  times 
was  very  offensive,  especially  in  hot  weather. 

October  loth,  12,  Spring  Gardens  North. 

See  previous  cases  in  this  street. 

October  19th,  1,  Spring  Gardens  North. 

Note  previous  cases  in  same  street. 

October  20th,  20  South  Sunniside.  A  case  occurred 
at  34,  same  street  on  September  loth  of  last  year. 

October  22nd,  1,  Front  Row,  New  Penshaw.  Nothing 
found  on  my  round  of  inspection. 

October  23rd,  9,  Thornton  Street,  Bank  Head.  This 
case  was  only  a  few  doors  from  case  notified  on  October 
14th. 
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October  25th,  Spring  Gardens  North.  On  my 
investigations  I  found  that  some  very  offensive  town 
manure  from  Shields  had  been  carted  up  the  back  street 
from  some  trucks  only  a  few  weeks  before  the  cases  in  this 
street  were  notified,  and  the  people  were  all  of  the  opinion 
that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  cases  in  this  row.  The  drain 
in  the  street  was  not  properly  ventilated,  an  additional 
ventilator  has  been  added  and  a  flushing  tank  to  flush  the 
drain  has  been  provided. 

October  26th,  6,  Waggon  Hill.  This  place  is  close  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  so  many  cases  occurred  last  year. 

October  29th,  14,  Mil-burn  Terrace  Shiney  how. 

Nothing  found  on  my  round  of  inspection. 

November  4th,  21,  South  View,  Shiney  Row.  There 
was  a  case  at  No.  18  of  same  street — only  three  doors  away 
— on  December  3rd  of  last  year. 

November  8,  5,  Travers  Street.  The  yard  drain  was 
choked  up  a  few  weeks  before  the  illness.  When  I  called 
to  inspect  the  premises  I  was  surprised  to  find  other  four 
children  ill.  Two  were  in  bed,  the  others  in  chairs.  As 
the  cases  were  suspicious  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
medical  attendant,  with  the  result  that  after  an  inspection 
of  the  children  together,  the  other  cases  were  notified  as 
well.  They  were  all  occupying  the  same  room  and  the 
atmosphere  of  the  place  was  very  foul.  I  urged  the 
parents  to  allow  the  children  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  so 
as  to  allow  the  house  to  be  cleansed  and  otherwise  disin¬ 
fected,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

November  12,  5,  Travers  Street.  Cases  referred  to 
above. 

I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the  use  of  the  pails 
introduced  last  year  for  the  evacuations  of  the  Typhoid 
patients  treated  at  home  have  had  a  good  effect  in  limiting 
the  number  of  secondary  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Scarlet  Fever  is  spread  in  the  usual 
way,  by  indiscriminate  visiting  at  infected  houses,  and  a 
disregard  of  all  ordinary  precautions.  For  years  back  the 
type  of  the  disease  has  been  very  mild,  so  much  so  that  in 
many  cases  it  was  not  even  suspected  until  desquamation 
set  in.  Meanwhile,  of  course,  the  children  were  attending 
school  in  the  usual  way. 

In  one  case  a  child  was  certified  as  suffering  from  the 
disease  a  second  time,  after  an  interval  of  only  two  months. 
In  another  case  one  of  the  Assistant  Masters  had  a  sore 
throat  and  was  attending  school  as  usual  a  month  before 
he  began  to  peel  all  over  his  body,  when  the  nature  of  the 
illness  was  only  recognised  for  the  first  time.  From  these 
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and  other  cases  of  a  like  kind,  which  I  might  instance  if 
necessary,  it  can  easily  be  imagined  how  the  disease  is 
spread  over  the  district. 

Erysipelas. — The  cases  were  all  of  the  ordinary  type, 
and  although  the  premises  and  out-offices  were  examined 
in  the  usual  way,  no  sanitary  defects  were  discovered. 

Croup. — The  solitary  case  of  Membraneous  croup 
occurred  at  Penshaw  Stables.  The  houses  here  have  no 
through  ventilation,  and  are  all  more  or  less  damp  and 
infested  with  rats. 

The  end  houses  are  to  be  taken  down,  and  other  exten¬ 
sive  alterations  are  to  be  made  so  as  to  provide  through 
ventilation  for  the  houses  left.  The  old  rubble  drain  is  to 
be  taken  up  and  a  properly  constructed  one  put  in  its  place. 
This  will  be  a  decided  improvement. 

Diphtheria. — One  of  the  cases  occurred  at  Penshaw 
Stables  in  the  same  house  as  that  in  which  a  case  of  Croup 
•occurred. 

In  another  case,  on  calling  to  inspect  the  premises  on, the 
same  day  as  that  on  which  the  notification  was  received,  I 
found  the  child  had  died,  and  there  were  over  eight  persons 
in  the  rooms,  mostly  neighbours.  It  was  impossible  to 
convince  them  that  they  were  incurring  great  risks,  both  to 
themselves  and  their  families,  and  that  they  were  doing 
wrong  in  unnecessarily  exposing  themselves  to  the  infection. 
In  another  case  a  child  had  died  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
same  house  only  a  few  days  before.  A  case  was  notified 
from  Dougles  Street,  Old  Penshaw,  early  in  the  morning  of 
November  30th.  I  had  an  urgent  note  from  the  medical 
attendant  asking  me  to  kindly  arrange  for  the  child’s 
removal  to  hospital. 

When  the  van  arrived  on  the  same  day  the  child  was 
dead.  On  December  1st  and  2nd  three  cases  were  notified 
from  Sunniside.  There  was  nothing  to  account  for  the  in¬ 
fection  in  either  case.  On  December  29th,  two  cases  were 
reported  (sisters).  The  house  was  damp  from  percolation 
from  the  outside. 

I  can  only  repeat,  gentlemen,  that  as  this  terrible 
disease  is  much  more  common  among  the  very  poor  than 
among  the  rich  and  well  to  do,  it  would  be  a  real  charity, 
and  would  often  result  in  the  saving  of  life,  if  Antitoxin  were 
provided  free  of  charge,  through  your  Medical  Officer,  in 
all  such  cases.  The  good  results  obtained  from  an  early  use 
of  the  serum  are  so  well  recognised  that  I  need  not  pursue 
the  question  further. 

Influenza. — Influenza  has  been  very  prevalent  in  the 
district  during  the  past  year.  . 
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The  cold  trying  weather  of  the  past  year  greatly  intensi¬ 
fied  the  prevalence.  This  was  to  be  expected,  as  there  can 
be  no  question  that  icy  cold  winds  invariably  result  in  such 
outbreaks.  Fortunately  the  disease  still  continues  to  be 
of  a  milder  character  and  less  complicated  with  chest  affec¬ 
tions  than  formerly.  When  Typhoid  Fever  happens  to  be 
prevalent  at  the  same  time  there  is  often  a  great  difficulty 
in  making  a  correct  diagnosis — especially  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease. 

Diarrhoea. — Owing  to  the  cold  summer  and  lack  of 
sunshine,  very  few  cases  of  Diarrhoea  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  during  the  past  year.  The  conversion  of  the  old 
privy  ashpits  into  ash  closets — which  the  colliery  owners 
are  carrying  out  with  all  possible  speed— cannot  fail  to  have 
a  good  effect  in  this  connection,  as  owing  to  the  close 
proximity  of  the  receptacles  to  the  back  doors  and  pantries, 
they  became  very  offensive  during  the  hot  summer  months ; 
more  especially  as  the  householders  themselves  will  do 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  way  of  improving  matters  by 
putting  dry  ashes  under  the  seats  each  time  the  receptacles 
are  used. 

Chicken  Pox. — A  few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  past  year.  They  were  all  of 
the  ordinary  type,  and  in  no  instance  was  there  ever  any 
doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis. 

Measles. — Measles  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  in 
the  district  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  In  three 
instances  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  the  schools  for 
a  month  and  have  the  premises  and  out-offices  cleansed  and 
disinfected. 

The  first  to  be  closed  was  the  Coxgreen  School,  which 
was  done  on  September  1st.  The  second  was  the  Leamside 
School  on  September  3rd,  and  the  West  Rainton  Infant 
School  on  October  22nd. 

I  reported  the  closure  of  the  schools  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  County  Council,  in  accordance 
with  my  instructions  as  your  Medical  Officer,  giving  full 
particulars  as  to  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  act  thus. 
At  the  same  time  I  made  a  like  report  to  your  Council  on 
the  subject. 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Etc. — As  I  have  reminded  you 
from  time  to  time,  gentlemen,  our  mortality  from  Chest 
Affections  is  usually  above  the  average  for  the  County.  Our 
houses,  as  a  rule,  are  dry  and  substantially  built,  and  are 
provided  with  through  ventilation  and  a  proper  system  of 
drainage.  The  only  explanation  I  am  able  to  offer  is  the 
prevalence  of  the  North  East  winds  during  the  winter  and 
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early  spring,  which,  as  you  know,  are  very  trying  to  the  old 
and  young  alike,  and  to  persons  of  debilitated  constitution 
generally. 

The  practice,  too,  of  taking  infants  and  young  children 
out  of  doors  late  at  night,  and  in  ail  conditions  of  weather, 
improperly  fed  and  clothed  too  often,  cannot  fail  to1  add  to 
the  mortality  from  such  diseases. 

The  nature  of  the  industry  of  the  district,  too,  has  its 
effect  in  this  connection  as  well. 

The  miners  employed  in  the  night  shift  work  are  exposed 
to  sudden  atmospheric  changes  in  going  to  and  in  returning 
from  their  work,  and  are,  therefore,  peculiarly  liable  to 
colds  and  chills. 

Ringworm. — Very  few  cases  of  Ringworm  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  year,  and  so  far  I  know  the 
school  attendance  of  the  children  has  in  no  way  suffered  by 
the  disease.  Of  course,  children  known  to  be  sufferers  from 
Ringworm  are  not  allowed  to  attend  school. 

Milk. — Our  milk  is  of  good  quality  and  is  ample  for  all 
our  requirements.  Samples  are  taken  from  time  to  time  by 
the  County  Council,  but  so  far  as  I  know,  no  proceedings 
have  been  instituted  for  selling  inferior  or  adulterated  milk. 

On  December  23rd,  your  Clerk  read  a  letter  to  your 
Council  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Sunderland  Corporation 
intimating  that.,  as  the  milk  from  certain  cows  belonging  to 
Mr.  Albert  Wheatman,  Middle  Herrington,  had  been 
examined  by  Professor  Hutchens  of  the  Durham  University. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  found  to  be  tuberculous,  the 
Corporation  had  prohibited  the  sale  of  milk  within  the 
Borough  from  all  his  cows  which  had  not  undergone  the 
Tuberculin  Test.  This  information  came  as  a  great  sur¬ 
prise  to  your  Council  as  the  herd  of  cattle  numbering  92 
cows,  was  supposed  to  be  the  finest  in  the  County.  It  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  at  all  the  local  shows  the  owner  in 
question  is  a  most  successful  exhibitor — taking  first-class 
prizes  whenever  he  competes. 

Of  the  92  cows,  48  I  understand  had  not  be  subjected 
to  the  Tuberculin  Test.  The  owner  offered  to  remove 
from  the  herd  all  the  untested  cows  and  to  replace  them 
with  tested  cows  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  but  this 
offer,  I  understand,  was  declined. 

Meat. — The  meat-  sold  in  the  district  is  usually  home' 
fed  and  of  good  quality.  No  diseased  Meat  or  Meat  of  an 
inferior  quality  has  been  sold  or  offered  for  sale  during  the 
past  year.  You  have  no  other  inspector  than  your  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  inspection  of  Meat, 
Animals,  etc. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Proceedings  under  this  Act  are 
taken  by  the  County  Council. 

Depositing  House  Refuse  and  Town  Manure. — At  the 

Plains  Brick  Yard,  near  Silkworth,  there  was  a  recurrence 
of  the  nuisance  caused  by  tipping  house  refuse.  On  pro¬ 
ceedings  being  threatened,  the  contractor  obtained  a  fresh 
deposit  some  200  yards  away.  On  two  other  occasions 
similar  nuisances  were  complained  of,  both  of  which  were 
abated.  Two  complaints  were  received  with  respect  to  the 
importation  of  town  manure — one  at  Spring  Gardens  refer¬ 
red  to  by  me  in  my  remarks  on  Typhoid  Fever;  the  other 
on  the  Waggon  Way,  behind  the  “  Three  Horse  Shoes 
public-house,  Pit  House  Lane. 

Drains  and  Sewers. — As  usual,  a  number  of  yard  drains 
have  been  choked  up  during  the  year,  caused  by  the  care¬ 
lessness  of  the  occupiers  in  putting  potato  peelings  and 
other  objectionable  rubbish  into  the  gullies.  Our  drains 
are  trapped  and  connected  with  the  system  of  main  sewers, 
and  are  regularly  and  systematically  flushed,  and  disin¬ 
fected,  especially  during  the  hot  summer  months,  and  after 
periods  of  protracted  draught. 

Fresh  Sewers  have  been  relaid  at  Grass  Well,  Raglan 
Row,  Catherine  Terrace,  and  the  Old  East  and  West  Rows. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Sedyletch  and  South  Bid- 
dich.  The  works  have  been  carefully  attended  to  and  kept 
in  good  order. 

In  spite  of  the  adverse  season  the  crops  have  been 
satisfactory  and  fair  prices  were  obtained  for  the  produce. 

William  Henry  Pit. — Owing  to  a  considerable  increase 
of  the  population  of  the  Fence  Houses  District,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  make  additional  tanks  and  filters  at  a 
cost  of  £170. 

The  work  has  been  completed  and  the  effluent  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

High  Newport,  Silksworth. — The  Council  have  arranged 
with  the  Sunderland  Rural  District  Council  for  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  Sewers  from  the  Disposal  Works  with  their 
Main  Sewer. 

Overcrowding. — Although  a  large  number  of  new 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  the  demand  for 
houses  is  as  great  as  ever.  A  few  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  reported  during  the  year,  including  one  at 
Grainger  Terrace,  when  two  families  of  fifteen  persons 
occupied  one  room. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are 
inspected  from  time  to  time.  They  are  kept  clean  and 
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tidy  and  proper  attention  is  given  to  the  milk  utensils.  The 
cows  are  of  a  superior  class  and  are  well  looked  after.  Two 
applications  to  be  registered  as  cowkeepers  have  been  granted 
— one  to  Mr.  IT.  M.  Bradley,  Cox  Green;  the  other  to  Mr. 
John  Bailey,  East  Rainton.  Two  applications  to  be  regis¬ 
tered  as  purveyors  of  milk  have  been  granted — one  to  Mr. 
Welsh,  Penshaw,  and  the  other  to  the  Newbottle  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Society.  The  byres  are  lime  washed  four  times  a  year 
at  regular  intervals,  and  the  lighting,  air  space,  and  ventila¬ 
tion  are  all  in  accordance  with  your  bye  laws.  They  are  all 
registered  under  the  Daries,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Act, 
1884.  Your  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  are  the 
only  inspectors  you  have  under  the  Act.  Your  Inspector 
keeps  a  careful  record  of  all  the  dairies  and  milkshops  in 
the  district.  The  book  which  he  has  prepared  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  gives  all  particulars  as  to  situation,  owner,  occupier, 
number  of  stands  for  cows,  number  of  cows  kept,  cubic 
space  of  byres,  cubic  space  per  cow,  drainage,  ventilation, 
water  supply  and  remarks.  It  is  a  well  arranged  book  and 
does  great  credit  to  your  Inspector. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  premises  are  kept  clean  and 
orderly,  and  the  offal  and  other  refuse  is  at  once  removed 
to  a  suitable  place  some  distance  from  the  premises  after 
the  slaughtering  is  over.  I  regret  the  “  Humane  ”  System 
of  Slaughtering  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  butchers  of  the 
district.  Notwithstanding  the  successful  demonstration  of 
the  method  given  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  at  which  many  of  the 
butchers  were  present. 

Scavenging. — Owing  to  the  increase  of  the  population 
the  number  of  Scavenging  Districts  has  been  increased  from 
22  to  25.  The  triennial  letting  of  the  contracts  took  place 
In  February  of  last  year,  and  the  new  contractors  entered 
upon  their  duties  on  March  26th.  The  number  of  houses 
scavenged  by  the  contractors  is  4,749  at  a  cost  of  8s.  per 
house.  The  work,  generally  speaking,  has  been  regularly 
carried  out,  and  so  far,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  with¬ 
hold  any  of  the  cheques. 

Ashpits  and  Privies. — At  Raglan  Row,  Philadelphia, 
the  whole  of  the  old-fashioned  Privies  and  Open  Ashpits 
have  been  cleared  away  and  a  self-contained  yard  with  im¬ 
proved  Ash  Closets  have  been  provided  for  each  house.  At 
George  Street  East  and  West,  the  Privies  and  Ashpits  are 
in  course  of  remodelling  in  a  similar  wav. 

Similar  improvements  have  been  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  district,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Colliery  Owners 
to  complete  the  work  all  over  the  district  at  their  earliest 
convenience.  When  carried  out  this  will  be  a  very  decided 


improvement  as  the  old  Privy  Ashpits  are  both  a  nuisance 
and  a  danger  to  the  public  health,  as  the  occupiers  do 
nothing  to  keep  them  from  becoming  offensive.  Notices 
were  served  upon  the  owners  of  Thornton  Street,  .Dubmire, 
to  provide  properly  constructed  Ash  Closets.  The  work 
is  in  progress. 

Water  Closets. — We  have  very  few  Water  Closets  in 
the  district. 

Defective  Yard  Paving. — Several  irregular  and  broken 
paved  yards — rendering  cleaning  and  keeping  clean  the 
same  a  matter  of  great  difficulty — have  been  repaired  in  the 
Herrington  district. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  — Newbottle 
Village.  Eight  notices  were  served  upon  one  person  and 
two  upon  another,  under  the  above  Act,  but  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  as  the  instructions 
of  your  Council  were  carried  out. 

West  Rainton. — Several  empty  houses  at  West  Rain- 
con  were  demolished  voluntarily  at  the  request  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council. 


Parish  of  East  Rainton. — Village  of  Middle  Rainton. — 

of  the  houses  here  are  in  a  very  ruinous  condition. 
They  are  in  such  a  state  of  dilapidation  that  it  is  a  physical 
impossibility  to  improve  them,  and  to  suffer  them  to  remain 
in  their  present  condition  is  simply  to  encourage  all  the  riff¬ 
raff  of  the  district  to  live  there. 


The  owners  of  the  houses — many  of  whom  are  very 
poor — are  to  be  pitied,  as  they  hardly,  if  ever,  get  any  rent 
and  the  tenants  are  difficult  to  get  rid  of.  The  empty 
houses  are  used  very  often  as  receptacles  for  all  kinds  of 
rubbish,  and  from  their  precarious  condition  they  are  more 
or  less  a  danger  to  the  community.  The  Rainton  Parochial 
Committee,  along  with  your  Clerk,  Medical  Officer,  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  made  two  inspections  of  insanitary 
houses  at  Middle  Rainton,  which  were  scheduled  by  the 
County  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  with 
the  following  results.  Application  was  made  to  the  Magis¬ 
trates  under  the* Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1903, 
for  closing  orders  in  respect  of  19  houses.  The  closing  orders 
were  made.  Some  of  the  houses  have  been  demolished 
and  the  Council  are  taking  steps  to  have  the  remainder 
similiarly  dealt  with. 

Notices  under  section  32  of  the  Housing  of  the  Work¬ 
ing  Classes  Act,  1890,  were  served  in  respect  of  28  houses 
at  the  same  place,  on  the  expiration  of  which,  as  no  repairs 
had  been  done  in  respect  of  some  of  the  houses,  applica- 
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tion  was  made  for  closing  orders,  and  orders  were  made 
according  for  eight  of  the  houses;  the  application  for  one 
having  been  withdrawn. 

Steps  will  be  taken  in  due  course  to  have  the  houses 
demolished.  The  following  list  represents  the  houses  above 
referred  to.  Closing  Orders  made  by  Justices  on  July  1st,, 
1909,  under  Act,  1903. 


Street. 

Owner. 

d 

46, 

Gate  Row . 

.  J.  A.  Thompson 

d 

47, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

d 

48, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

d 

49, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

99, 

Double  Row,  East  ... 

...Executors  of  Edward  Welsh 

100, 

do. 

,,  do . - 

d 

100, 

do . 

.  Johnson  Welsh 

d 

100, 

do . 

.  John  Hodgson. 

d 

100, 

do . 

.  do. 

d 

100, 

do . 

.  do. 

97, 

.  Ann  Younger 

104, 

Lewis  Street  . 

....  Executors  Edward  Welsh 

105, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

106, 

do.  . 

.  do.. 

126, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

127, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

152, 

State  Row  . 

.  Elizabeth  Appleby 

153, 

do.  . 

.  do. 

148, 

near  P.M.  Chapel  ... 

.  T.  C.  Forster 

Those  marked  (d)  have  been  demolished. 

Closing  Order  made  by  Justices  on  Novemberl8th,  1909.. 

Act  1890.  “  '  . 

Street.  Owner. 

40,  behind  Front  Street  .  Jane  Forster 

50,  Gate  Row  .  John  Hodgson 

63,  State  Rowt  .  Jane  Forster 

65,  do.  . Executors  Edward  Welsh 

108,  Lewis  Street  .  James  Standish 

109,  do.  .  do. 

116,  do.  .  Executors  Ellen  Garland 

117,  do.  .  do. 

State  Row  North  .  Ralph  Sanderson 

With  the  demolition  of  several  of  the  houses  in  progress, 
the  interior  of  the  village  has  a  dirty  and  delapidated  appear¬ 
ance.  Many  of  the  tenants  are  of  a  thriftless  and  migatory 
class  and  not  unfrequently  take  possession  of  the  houses 
surreptitiously. 

They  are  of  dirty  habits  and  are  distructive  to  property. 
This  is  the  main  cause  of  the  present  condition  of  the  village. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. — In  some  instances  poultry 
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and  rabbits  are  found  penned  up  in  the  back  yards,  thus  seri¬ 
ously  interfering  with  the  free  circulation  of  fresh  air.  This 
objectionable  practice  should  not  be  permitted.  The  colliery 
owners  are  taking  steps  to  have  all  such  wooden  erections 
removed  from  the  back  yards  of  their  property. 

Pig  Sties  . — Many  of  the  pig  sties  are  badly  constructed 
and  have  no  proper  system  of  drainage,  thus  causing  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighbours. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  throughout  the 
district  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained.  The  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Company’s  main  should  be 
extended  from  the  houses  at  the  end  of  Durham  Road,  Silks¬ 
worth,  and  a  supply  furnished  to  Low  Newport  Farm  and 
the  cottages  at  the  Plains  Brick  Yard. 

A  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  well  at  Coxgreen 
for  analysis  with  quite  satisfactory  results. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. — A  contract  amoun¬ 
ting  to  £3,489  10s.  4d.,  was  entered  into  on  September  30th, 
1909,  with  Mr.  John  Garrick,  of  Durham,  for  the  making 
up  of  the  Schedule  Streets  at  Old  Penshaw.  The  work  is  in 
progress  a  yd  three  payments  have  been  made  to  the  con¬ 
tractor  on  account. 

This  work  has  been  long  delayed,  but.  when  finished  will 
prove  a  great  blessing  to  the  district  as  the  streets  in  wet 
weather  were  in  a  deplorable  and  almost  impassible  con¬ 
dition. 

High  Newport  Estate,  Silksworth. — Works  of  private 
street  formation  have  been  carried  out  by  the  owners  of  this 
Estate. 

Street  Naming  and  House  Numbering. — The  whole  of 

the  streets  in  the  parish  of  Newbottle,  on  the  High  Newport 
Estate,  Silksworth,  have  been  named  and  the  houses  num¬ 
bered,  and  name  plates  have  been  affixed  on  all  the  streets. 
This  is  a  very  great  convenience  to  all  parties  as  streets 
without  names  affixed  and  numbers  on  the  doors  of  the 
houses  lead  to  nothing  but  confusion  and  vexation. 

Wooden  Houses. — The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
Water  Company  have  undertaken  to  demolish  the  temporary 
houses  at  their  pumping  station,  Stoney  Gate,  and  plans 
have  been  approved  for  the  erection  of  two  permanent  work¬ 
men’s  dwellings  to  take  their  place. 

Structural  Defects. — In  Pit  House  Lane  several  repairs 
have  been  done  by  the  various  owners,  and  the  majority  of 
the  houses  are  now  much  improved. 

West  Rainton. — Several  ruinous  houses  in  the  middle 
of  the  village  have  been  pulled  down  and  others  have  been 
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replaced,  but  there  are  still  several  which  should  be  put  into 
a  better  state  of  repair  or  closing  orders  should  be  applied  for 
if  the  owners  show  no  disposition  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
work. 

Johnstone’s  Buildings. — The  majority  of  the  houses 
require  cement  floors  and  otherwise  doing  up.  The  open 
old  privy  ashpits  are  erected  between  the  two  rows  of 
houses  and  are  a  nuisance  in  their  present  condition.  The 
back  yards  are  small  and  require  paving,  and  the  wooden 
erections  chiefly  coal-houses,  should  be  removed  to  permit 
of  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air. 

The  paving  and  chanelling  of  the  back  street  is  in  a  bad 
condition.  Proper  channelling  should  be  provided  to  carry 
off  the  surface  water  in  Cocken  Terrace,  the  houses  here 
have  all  been  done  up,  the  yards  have  been  repaired  and 
the  old  privy  ashpits  have  been  converted  into  asb  closets, 
and  new  coal-houses  have  been  provided.  Altogether  the 
improvements  carried  out  here  are  very  satisfactory. 

Freehold. — Since  the  closing  of  the  Rainton  Colliery 
the  majority  of  the  houses  have  been  allowed  to  get  out  of 
repair.  General  repairs — including  cement  floors  and  new 
spouting — are  needed,  and  the  yards  should  be  paved  and 
laid  with  cement.  In  place  of  the  open  channels,  proper 
drainage  should  be  provided  with  a  trapped  yard  gully  to 
each  house.  The  yards  are  dirty  and  uneven  and  require  to 
be  properly  made  up. 

Leamside  and  Pit  House  Lane. — A  good  deal  of  repairs 
have  been  done  to  the  property  in  this  district.  The  “  Three 
Horse  Shoes  ”  Hotel  has  been  entirely  rebuilt. 

Grainger  Terrace. — These  tumble  down  houses  have  all 
been  overhauled  and  done  up  and  provided  with  new  earth 
closets.  This  is  a  very  substantial  improvement  as  the  place 
was  in  a  most  ruinous  condition.  The  houses  are  not  old  but 
have  been  terribly  abused  and  rendered  absolutely  useless 
by  the  wilful  damage  caused  by  the  former  tenants. 

Moorsley. — The  houses  in  this  district  are  mostly  old  and 
of  a  rather  poor  class.  The  occupiers,  as  a  rule,  are  clean 
and  of  tidy  habits.  This  accounts  for  the  comfortable 
appearance  of  the  interior  of  the  houses. 

Chapel  Row,  Philadelphia  . — The  whole  of  the  two  single 
storey  houses  have  been  pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  and  the 
general  appearance  of  the  front  street  is  now  very  satisfac¬ 
tory.  At  Shiney  Row  and  other  places  similar  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  carried  out. 

Spouting. — Fresh  spouting  has  been  fixed  to  the  houses 
in  the  Old  South  and  West  Rows,  Catherine  Street  and 
Lanton  Street,  New  Herrington,  and  to  Chapel  Row  and 
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Carr  Bow,  Shiney  Row.  On  the  whole  the  spouting 
of  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  there  should  be  a 
more  regular  and  systematic  cleansing  out  of  the  spouts  than 
is  the  case  at  present.  A  disregard  of  this  very  necessary 
precaution  does  more  harm  to  property  than  would  result 
from  an  absence  of  spouting  altogether.  The  down-commers, 
too,  should  discharge  into  proper  receptacles  and  not  on  to 
the  roads  and  foot-paths  as  is  too  often  the  cast  at  present. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — The  following  is 
a.  list  of  the  principal  places  that  come  under  the  above  Act : 

Philadelphia  Engine  Works  and  Repairing  Shops. 

Philadelphia  Joinery  Shops. 

Durham  Collieries’  Power  Station. 

Sunderland  and  District  Tramways  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Penshaw  Foundry. 

Penshaw  Brick  Works. 

Lumley  Brick  Works.  Fence  Houses. 

Herrington  Brick  Works. 

Newbottle  Stores  and  Workshops,  Newbottle. 

Chester-le-Street  Co-operative  Stores  and  Workshops, 
Fence  Houses. 

The  factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected  by  me 
in  the  usual  way.  In  one  instance  there  was  an  absence  of 
proper  accommodation  for  the  sexes  due  to  some  alterations 
which  are  in  course  of  completion,  and  when  finished  the 
necessary  convenience  will  be  provided. 

In  other  respects  my  rounds  of  inspection  revealed 
nothing  of  an  objectionable  character. 

The  air  space,  ventilation  and  drainage  were  all  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  We  have  no 
underground  bake-houses  or  dangerous  trades  in  the  district. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been 
adopted  by  your  Council.  Nor  do  we  employ  health  visitors 
in  the  district. 

When  the  subject  was  last  before  your  Council  it  was 
decided  not  to  appoint  health  visitors  for  the  present  but 
to  wait  and  see,  the  result  of  their  employment  in  other 
districts.  Printed  Circulars,  giving  full  instructions  as  to 
the  feeding,  clothing  and  general  management  of  infants 
and  young  children  are  given  to  the  parents  and  others  by 
the  Registrar  at  the  registration  of  the  births. 

School  Inspection. — Medical  Inspectors  have  been 
appointed  for  the  systematic  examination  of  the  school 
children  of  the  district. 

New  Houses. — Plans  have  been  passed  during  the  }’ear 
for  134  buildings.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Balfour  for  kindly 
giving  me  this  information. 
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Lambton  Collieries,  Limited. — As  the  Lambton  Col¬ 
lieries,  gentlemen,  are  the  great  employers  ot  labour  in  the 
district  and  the  owners  of  almost  all  the  cottage  property 
it  is  right  and  proper  that  I  should  refer  to  some  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Company  during  the  past  year.  Great 
improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  district  by  the  re¬ 
building  of  old  houses  and  the  conversion  ot  the  old  privy 
ash-pits  into  up-to-date  ash-closets.  The  work  will  be 
continued  all  over  the  district  until  the  old  privy  ash-pits 
are  done  away  with.  When  finished  this  will  be  one  of  the 
greatest  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  the  district 
for  years.  As  I  have  always  maintained  that  the  open 
privy  ash-nits  are  not  only  a  nuisance  to  the  occupiers  and 
the  district  generally,  but  are  a  source  of  real  danger  to 
the  public  health. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  Councillor  Palliser  for  a  detailed 
list  of  the  work  done,  but  the  limited  space  at  my  disposal 
makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the 
fact  that  as  the  Company  keep  a  large  permanent  staff  of 
workmen  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  and  helping  in  repair 
the  workmen’s  houses,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  done  which  has  been  both  varied 
and  important  and  does  great  credit  to  the  Company.  The 
Agents  of  the  Company  are  at  all  times  ready  and  willing 
to  carry  out  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  of  your 
officers  and  the  instructions  of  your  Council. 

Population. — In  estimating  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  at  23,700,  I  feel  sure  I  am  quite  within  the 
mark,  and  as  the  census  will  probably  be  taken  sometime 
during  the  present  year  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  correct  all 
errors  in  this  respect  and  to  base  our  calculations  upon  an 
ascertained  and  actual  population. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  illegitimate  children 
are  only  given  for  the  Northern  Division  as  the  Registrar 
for  the  Southern  Division  so  far  has  not  furnished 
me  with  the  information.  I  think  we  are  justified 
in  assuming  that  the  printed  circulars  gwen  to 
the  parents  and  others  at  the  registration  of  the  births 
have  had  a  good  effect  in  reducing  our  infant  mortality.  To 
young  and  inexperienced  mothers,  anxious  and  willing  to 
learn  how  to  manage  their  helpless  offspring,  the  informa¬ 
tion  they  contain  must  prove  of  immense  service. 

Last  year  the  infant  mortality  was56.9,  this  year  it  is 
49.8.  The  rate  per  1,000  births  registered  was  190.7,  this 
year  it  is  only  116.6. 

Death  Rate. — Last  year  the  death  rate  was  18.36,  this 
year  it  is  only  14.3. 
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Although  our  Infant  Mortality  is  slightly  below  that  of 
last  year,  it  is  still  too  high.  We  can  only  hope  that  as 
mothers  became  more  acquainted  with  the  information 
which  the  circulars  contain  with  respect  of  the  feeding, 
clothing  and  general  management  of  infants  and  young- 
children  there  will  be  a  continued  decrease  in  the  infant 
mortality. 

Birth  Rate. — Although  our  birth  rate  is  slightly  below 
that  of  last  year  it  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with  that 
of  the  county  generally,  while  our  death  rate  may  be  looked 
upon  as  quite  satisfactory,  especially  for  a  working  popula¬ 
tion  such  as  ours. 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  copy  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for 
the  County  as  Dr.  Hill  has  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  the 
necessary  information,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  form  a  com¬ 
parison  between  the  rates  for  the  Count}7  and  our  own. 

As  I  have  frequently  remarked,  gentlemen,  you  will 
find  much  in  my  report  with  which  you  are  already 
acquainted,  but  I  must  remind  you  that  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  and  the  County  Council  have  not  that  know¬ 
ledge,  so  that  it  is  my  duty  to  give  a  faithful  resume  of  the 
chief  matters  of  importance  bearing  upon  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  which  have  come  before 
your  Council  during  the  past  year. 

Permit  me  again,  gentlemen,  to  offer  you  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  kind  and  considerate  way  in  which  my 
suggestions  and  recommendations  are  always  received  by 
your  Council. 

Everything  brought  before  your  Council  by  your 
officers  and  others  is  always  carefully  considered,  and 
whatever  is  calculated  to  improve  and  benefit  the  sanitary 
condition  and  health  of  the  district  meets  with  your  heartiest 
support. 

I  beg  to  thank  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  support 
and  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  PARK, 
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County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

1  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  1,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  W.  Morley,  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and  that 
1  find  as  follows : — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2  foot  tub... faint  green,  not  clear. 


Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Earthy 

(drains  per  Gallon. 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  2.4150 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .1498 

Ammonia  .  .0028 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0056 

Ozygen  Absorption  .  .0386 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Eahr  ...  42.0000 

Microscopical  Examination. — Considerable  deposit  from 
-J  gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  moving  organisms,  coloured  fibres  of 
wool,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
impurities. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council , 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  2,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  W.  Morley,  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and  that 
I  find  as  follows: — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2  foot  tube... Faint  green,  not  clear 


Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Faint  earthy 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  5.2500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . . . .  .4796 
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Ammonia  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0046 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  .0322 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  280°  Fahr....  88.2000 

Microscopical  Examination. — Large  deposit  from,  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  moving  organisms,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes,  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
impurities.  The  somewhat  larger  proportion  of  Chlorine, 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  total  solid  matter  are  also  uncom¬ 
mon  in  water  of  unquestionable  origin. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley ,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council , 

Houghton-le -Spring. 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  wTater 
marked  No.  3,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Morley, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  I  find  as  follows : — 


Colour  and  appearance  in  2  foot  tube... Faint  green,  not  clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Musty 

Grains  per  Gallon. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  1.7500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .1037 

Ammonia  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0030 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  .0154 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr .  34.3000 


Microscopical  Examination. — Small  deposit  from  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  moving  organisms,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
impurities. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 
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County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

1  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  4,  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Morley, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  I  find  as  follows : — 

Colour  arid  appearance  in  2  foot  tube.. .Colourless,  not  clear 


Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Musty 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  — . .  1.8900 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .2017 

Ammonia  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  None 

Ozygen  Absorption  .  .0112 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr .  44.1000 

Microscopical  Examination. — Small  deposit  from  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  moving  organisms,  linen  fibres, 
starch  granules,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  purity  for  drinking 
purposes  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
matters. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council , 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

I  hereby  certify  that  1  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  5,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Morley, 
Inspector  and  Surveyor,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  I  find  as  follows: — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2  foot  tube... Faint  green,  not  clear 
Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . None 
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Grains  per  Gallon. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  4.8650 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .2121 

Ammonia  .  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0018 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  .0112 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr.  ...  61.6000 

Microscopical  Examination. — Considerable  deposit  from 
\  gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  moving  organisms,  wool  and  linen  fibres,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
impurities. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  6,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Morley, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  1  find  as  follows : — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2  foot  tube... Faint  green,  milky 


Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Slightly  foetid 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  5.9850 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .2790 

Ammonia  .  .0036 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0072 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  .0338 

Injurious  Metals  .  .None 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr _  56.0000 


Microscopical  Examination. — Large  deposit  from  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  many  fungus  growths,  very  many  moving  organisms, 
starch  granules,  fibres  of  wool  and  linen. 

Observations. 

This  is  a  polluted  water  which  is  quite  unfit  for  drinking 
or  dairying  purposes. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK. 


29 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9t'h,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council 

H  oughton-le-Spring. 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  7,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Win.  Morley, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  I  find  as  follows: — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2ft.  tube.. Faint  green,  almost  clear 


Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . Faint  musty 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  1.7500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . .1153 

Ammonia  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0028 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  .0078 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr.  ...  35.7000 

Microscopical  Examination. — Small  deposit  from  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  moving  organisms,  linen  and  cotton 
fibres,  etc. 

Observations. 

The  sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes  owing  to  the  presence  of  objectionable  surface 
impurities. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK, 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

December  9th,  1909. 

To  R.  B.  Marley,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council 

H  oughton-le-Spring. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  water 
marked  No.  8,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Morley, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  on  the  4th  December,  1909,  and 
that  I  find  as  follows: — 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2ft.  tube.. Colourless,  almost  clear 
Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr . None 
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Grains  per  Gallon. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  2.0650 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .2190 

Ammonia  .  None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0038 

Oxygen  Absorption  .  None 

Injurious  Metals  .  None 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr.  ...  35.0000 

M  icroscopicaJ  Examination. — Minute  deposit  from  half 
gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing  vegetable 
matter,  fungus  growths,  fibres  of  wood  and  cotton, 
numerous  starch  granules. 

Observations. 

This  sample  is  not  entirely  free  from  surface  contamina¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  therefore  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for 
drinking  purposes. 


(Signed)  W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  of  Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Sprmg. — Southern  Division. 
During  first  three  months  of  1909  and  previous  years. 
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(Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District: 

Union  Workhouse  at  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Durham  County  Hospital  at  Durham. 

Sunderland  Infirmary. 

The  Asylum  at  Sheffield. 
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TABLE  II. 

Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring— Southern  Division 


Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1st  three  months  of  1909  and  previous  years. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

1.  WEST  RAINTON. 

2.  EAST  RAINTON. 

3.  MOORSLEY. 

4.  GREAT  EPPLETON. 

5.  LITTLE  EPPLETON. 

6.  MOOR  HOUSE. 
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TABLE  III. 

Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring — Southern  Division. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  1st  Three  months 
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Isolation  Hospital  :  Rainton  Bridge.  Available  beds  12. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring — Southern  Division 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  1st  Three  months  of  Year  1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

• 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  Residents  belonging  to  Localities 

I  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 
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Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring— Southern  Division. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  of  Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring. 

During  1909  and  previous  years. 
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Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District. : 

The  Union  Workhouse. 

Sunderland  Infirmary. 

County  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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TABLE  III. 

Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1909. 


Cases  Not 

fied  in 

whole  District. 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 

No.  of  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  Locality. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 
1  year 

1  105. 

5  to  15 

15  to 
25- 

25  to 

65- 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Herring¬ 
ton  West 

"w 

u 

0 

0 

g 

Morton 

Grange 

Newbottle 

Penshaw 

1  c 

O  4-> 

4-J  X 

S3  03 

*3  w 

Raintou 

West 

Silksworth 

Herring¬ 

ton  West 

Newbottle 

Penshaw 

C3 

O  ^ 

C/3 

03 

Ph 

rotal  cases 

emoved  to  *; 

Hospital  1 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup) 

22 

IO 

12 

... 

4 

... 

7 

7 

4 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

14 

4 

9 

I 

2 

3 

6 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

120 

3 

46 

65 

6 

23 

-  2 

I 

41 

45 

6 

2 

5 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

34 

2 

1 1 

J  I 

IO 

IO 

9 

12 

3 

I 

2 

4 

2 

9 

Totals 

190 

3 

58 

88 

15 

25 

I 

39 

2 

I 

60 

70 

8 

7 

3 

I 

7 

7 

2 

17 

Isolation  Hospital  : — Rainton  East  and  Newbottle.  Total  available  beds,  24, 
Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  4 
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TABLE  IV. 

Rural  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  year,  1909. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents”  whether  occurring  in 
or  beyond  the  district. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
Localities  whether  occurrin 
beyond  the  District. 

belonging  to 
%  in  or 

Total  Deaths 
whether 
“  Residents  ”  or 
‘Non-Residents’ 
in  Public 
Institutions  in 
the  District. 

b  o 
< 

< 

Under  I 
year 

i  and 
under  5 

5  and 

I  under  15 

IO 
r-J  CN 

03  OJ 

= 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
i  upwards 

'  Eppleton 
Great 

Eppleton 

Little 

Herrington 
E  and  M 

Herrington 

West 

Moorhouse 

Moorsley 

Morton 

Grange 

Newbottle. 

Offerton. 

£ 

o3 

(A 

\  s 

I  Ph 

Rainton 

East 

Rainton 

West 

Silksworth 

Warden 

Law 

Measles 

17 

3 

12 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

s 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

4 

I 

I 

3 

1 

Whooping-cough 

5 

3 

2 

... 

I 

1 

I 

2 

Diptheria  including 

Membranous  Croup  / 

5 

5 

I 

I 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

5 

I 

4 

1 

3 

r 

Diarrhoea 

4 

3 

I 

I 

1 

0 

Enteritis 

7 

4 

3 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 1 

I 

4 

6 

I 

1 

4 

3 

1 

I 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

17 

3 

7 

2 

4 

I 

... 

1 

2 

5 

s 

2 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

18 

IO 

8 

3 

2 

6 

4 

I 

2 

Bronchitis 

31 

10 

9 

6 

6 

I 

5 

I 

4 

1 1 

3 

5 

I 

Pneumonia 

28 

7 

8 

2 

9 

2 

4 

I 

1 

I 

12 

3 

Pleurisy  . 

1 

I 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

I 

<2 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

5 

2 

2 

I 

2 

1 

1 

I 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

2 

1 

12 

5 

I 

* 

7 

0 

I 

Accidents 

13 

I 

1 

0 

6 

2 

1 

1 

I 

4 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 ... 

I 

Senile  Decay  ... 

29 

... 

29 

6 

4 

I 

6 

I 

2 

4 

4 

I 

Marasmus,  &c. 

42 

4° 

2 

•  5 

I 

12 

18 

3 

2 

I 

Convulsions 

20 

;  16 

4 

4 

2 

I 

5 

7 

1 

All  other  causes 

44 

7 

4 

r 

2 

20 

IO 

2 

4 

4 

14 

I 

7 

4 

7 

I 

All  causes 

339 

107 

63 

8 

18 

78 

65 

I 

3 

39 

I 

13 

13 

96 

3 

90 

32 

34 

13 

I 

TABLE  V. 

Houghton-le-Spring  Rural  District. 
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Birth  Kate,  Death  Kate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 
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